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Abstract    Резюме Rus PDF  

Volcanic activity in the Kuril Islands in 2019 is presented on the grounds of the results of 

satellite and visual observations. In 2019 Ebeko (Paramushir Island, Northern Kuril Islands) and 

Raikoke (Raikoke Island, Central Kuril Islands) volcanos have erupted. Ebeko volcano was 

characterized by a manifestation of moderate explosive activity, being in such state since October 

of 2016. According to the surveillance camera, there were more than 565 emissions (in the daytime 

in the absence of cloudiness and fog) from 1.5 to 5 km above sea level, of which 63 are explosions 

with a height of 3 to 5 km above sea level. Periodically, ashfalls were observed on the territory of 

the city of Severo-Kurilsk. As compared to 2018 there was a slight decrease in activity on the 

volcano. From 21 June to 25 June of 2019 took a place a powerful (VEI – 4) explosive eruption of 

Raikoke volcano, which along with the volcanic eruption of Sarychev Peak volcano in June 2009 

became one of the strongest in the Kuril Islands in the current century. The active phase of the 

eruption lasted about 15 hours – from 18:00 UTC on 21 June to 09:00 UTC on 22 June of 2019. 

During this time, separate volcanic explosions were observed (at least 9) and the phase of 

continuous supply of pyroclastic material (~ 3.5 hours – 22:30 UTC on June 21 to 02:00 UTC on 

June 22). According to VAAC Tokyo, the maximum emission height exceeded 13 km above sea 

level, while the total area of the ash cloud formed as a result of intense explosive activity of Raikoke 

volcano is estimated at ~ 227 thousand km2. Ash clouds of Raikoke volcano posed a real danger 

for airlines of the Northwest Pacific. 
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