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Abstract  
Raikoke volcano (Raikoke Island, Central Kuril Islands) erupted explosively during 21–

25 June 2019. This eruption is the most powerful volcanic event in the Sakhalin Region since 
the explosive-effusive eruption of Sarychev Peak volcano in June 2009. Information about 
dynamics of the eruption was obtained on the base of satellite data of the VolSatView 
information system for remote monitoring of the activity of Kamchatka and Kuril volcanoes. 
The active phase of the eruption lasted ~15 hours – from 18:00 UTC of 21June till 09:00 UTC 
of 22 June of 2019. During this time, separate volcanic explosions were observed (at least 9) and 
the phase of continuous supply of pyroclastic material (~3.5 hours – 22:30 UTC of 21 June till 
02:00 UTC 22 June) to a height of over 13 km. The total area of the ash cloud formed as a result 
of intense explosive activity of Raikoke volcano amounted to ~227 000 km2. Ash clouds posed 
a real threat to aviation and marine vessels. The well-coordinated works of VAAC Tokyo, 
Anchorage and the SVERT group allowed to avoid accidents. 
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